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We know that the Medicaid planning process can be

overwhelming. With so many steps and rules, it is easy to

become frustrated and confused.

Our goal is to make this process as straightforward and painless

as possible. Following the steps outlined in this packet in order

will help make sense of the plan and break it down into easy to

handle pieces.

If you have questions or concerns, feel free to email us at

elderlawteam@thklaw.com. This is a central email box that goes

to all three of us simultaneously.

We can't wait to start working with you!

Regards,

Kahlyn and Angela

Welcome!
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Meet the Team

Kahlyn N. Ashcraft - Attorney 
Kahlyn practices in the areas of 
estate planning, elder law, 
guardianships, special needs trusts 
and estate administration. 

Angela  Williams - Administrative Assistant 
Angela is often the first and most frequent point of 
contact for our clients. She keeps the trains 
running on time and triages client inquiries to get 
people the answers they need in the most efficient
way possible. 
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Our staff responds to multiple inquiries each day and

our schedule is tightly controlled. Please understand

that it may take two business days to respond to

emails and phone calls, as we need to review your

file prior to answering any questions to get you the

right answer for your situation. Similarly, drop in

requests to meet with our staff are usually unable to

be accommodated.

OUR POLICIES

Mondays to Thursdays, 9am to 4:30pm

Fridays 9 am to 3 pm

BUSINESS HOURS

elderlawteam@thklaw.com

CONTACT INFO

We offer online access to case status, document

upload, and communication via Microsoft Teams.

CLIENT PORTAL

How We Will Communicate
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01.
A typical Medicaid application will take 4-6 months from start to

finish. However, much of the timing is out of our control and

dependent upon the State's processing time

HOW LONG WILL THE PROCESS TAKE?

02.
In most cases, proving eligibility for Medicaid requires very specific

proof provided to a caseworker.  Although the caseworker or the

nursing home could attempt to assist with a Medicaid application,

an elder law attorney can make the process more efficient.

CAN'T WE JUST TURN EVERYTHING OVER TO MEDICAID/THE
NURSING HOME?

03.
No.  Medicaid's eligibility rules simply say that Medicaid will not

cover your nursing home costs until you have spent down your

countable assets.  They don't "take" assets, they just require that

you spend or otherwise shelter them.

WILL THE NURSING HOME TAKE MY HOUSE?

04.
No, Medicare only covers skilled nursing costs for rehab following a

hospitalization, and only for a limited time (generally up to 100

days).

DOESN’T MEDICARE COVER NURSING HOME COSTS?

05.
Yes.  In this area, there is no difference between Medicaid and

non-Medicaid facilities in terms of quality of care.

WILL I  STILL  GET GOOD CARE ON MEDICAID?
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Frequently Asked Questions



THE
SECRET OF

GETTING AHEAD
IS GETTING
STARTED.

- MARK TWAIN



01.
We will require that you designate one primary contact person. This is to avoid
confusion and minimize legal fees generated bv responding to multiple requests.

DESIGNATE A POINT OF CONTACT

02.
We will be asking for a number of documents during this process. Medicaid has
VERY specific requirements and will only accept certain types of documentation.
While you may have provided paperwork to our office, it may not meet Medicaid’s
requirements. In addition, due to the volume of paperwork involved, processing
each of these documents takes time. We may not be able to respond immediately
as to whether a document is sufficient

PROVIDING DOCUMENTS

03.
While each client situation is different, our offices’ systems and timelines have been
developed to give each Medicaid application the greatest chance of success in
the most efficient manner. This process is outlined below. Each case has its own
timeline and benchmarks to be met. Our online portal will keep you apprised of
where we are at in the process.

PATIENCE IS KEY

04.
As we provide you with written guides and letters during this process, please follow
all instructions. DO NOT make any gifts or attempt to undertake any steps in the
planning process until you have been instructed to do so.

FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS

05.
The Medicaid qualification and application process can be overwhelming.  The
best way to get through the process is to focus on one step at a time.  This is a
marathon, not a sprint.

ONE STEP AT A TIME
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Tips & Guidelines
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The first step in any Medicaid planning is to get definitive verification of all assets
owned. Medicaid plans rely on accurate calculations and those cannot be made until
we have solid asset amounts. Because of the precision required, we will need written
evidence of the gross payments amounts of all income, and the current value of all
assets before we can develop a comprehensive Medicaid plan.

2.
Next, our office will analyze
your loved one’s assets,
income and expenses to arrive
at the Medicaid plan. We
require that the information to
finalize the plan be delivered
to our office prior to your
spenddown meeting. This will
make the spenddown go more
smoothly.

1.

APPROVAL!

3.

Once we have determined the best plan to achieve Medicaid eligibility,
we will need to put the plan into action. Typically, this will involve a
meeting at our office during the last week of the month. Because
Medicaid eligibility can only be achieved on the first day of the month,
all transactions necessary for eligibility must be completed by the
close of business on the last day of the month. 

Prior to meeting with our office to implement the plan, you will need
to provide us with complete and detailed values for all accounts and
gross payment amounts for all sources of income. While we can build
in room to cover some unexpected contingencies, the more precise
our calculations are, the greater certainty we can bring to the
Medicaid qualification process. 

The Winding Path to Approval

As soon as possible following the first of the month, we will need to
confirm that all of the necessary steps have been completed. Copies of all
executed documents and cancelled checks will need to be provided to
our office so that we may verify that the eligibility requirements have
been met.

The Medicaid applicant’s assets must always be less than $2,000
at the close of business on the last business day of the month. If
the assets are valued at $2,000.01, the Medicaid application will
be denied. In a case involving a married couple, our office will
give you the asset limit for the spouse at home.

If your case involves a Qualified Income Trust, the required deposits
MUST be made each month to ensure eligibility.
 .

4.

6.5.

We have 90 days from the eligibility date
to file the application. Once we have
completed the spenddown, the focus
turns to gathering all of the
documentation needed to complete the
application packet.

Caseworkers are very particular about
what documents they will and won't
accept. So, we may need to ask for things
you feel you have already provided. Our
goal is to walk into the interview with the
caseworker with every piece of paper
that they will need to process the
application.

After we have the meeting with the
caseworker, there may be additional
documents necessary. We have only
10 days to provide any requested
items.  Then we can only sit and wait
to receive an approval.
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Your Tasks & Responsibilties
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Before we embark on a

Medicaid plan, we need to

ensure that the applicant is in

either a Medicaid nursing

facility bed or has a Medicaid

waiver slot.

In order to create a Medicaid

plan we need current, accurate

values for all assets and gross

monthly amounts for all income

prior to the spenddown meeting

Prior to the spenddown meeting

(which will be scheduled at the

end of the month) we may ask

you to close accounts and

transfer funds.

At the spenddown meeting, we

will give you a list of checks to

be written in order to bring the

applicant's countable assets

below $2,000.

Before the 1st of the month, all

countable assets MUST total

less than the asset limit that we

give you.

Prior to the 1st of every month,

the applicant's countable assets

MUST be less than $2,000

Every month, the applicant's

liability amount MUST be paid to

the facility.

If FSSA requests additional

documentation, we only have 10

days to provide it. Extensions

are incredibly rare. You will

need to provide us with the

documentation quickly.

If your situation requires a Miller

Trust, you MUST make at least

the minimum deposit into the

Miller Trust account

Unless we instruct otherwise,

you CANNOT transfer funds

from the applicant's accounts to

any other person (other than a

spouse)
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